
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Information Sharing and Coordination Work Group, Iowa Smart Planning Task Force 
 
From: Eric Abrams, Spatial Coordinator, IT Division, Iowa Department of Transportation 

515.239.1949 
 
Date: August 10, 2010 
 
Last week I met with DNR, HSEMD (Homeland Security) and DHS to discuss data governance 
across all levels of government. We also talked with Kansas and Missouri GIO to find out how 
Kansas (http://da.ks.gov/kito/gis) and Missouri coordinate data. Details include: 
 
Kansas GIO Notes 
Created by executive order in 1989. GIS Policy Board meets every other month.  Board made 
up of 37 members. Half appointed by governor and other half state agencies. There is a 
technical advisory board to assist. This board is created as needed for projects, etc. No funding 
for policy board. GIO position is in Division of Information Services. Fee for service but lumped 
in with overhead. 
 
Kansas DAS funds $250,000 
State $500,000 
Kansas Water Authority $250,000 
 
Happy with effectiveness but has issues doing large expensive projects (Iowa can do large 
projects at state level). But build relationships to harvest local and state data. Offers data 
backup to locals (ICIT offers backup for counties). 
 
http://governor.ks.gov/issues-a-initiatives/executive-orders/354-08032006-executive-order-06-
08-kansas-geographic-information-systems-policy-board 
 
Missouri GIO Notes 
GIO not full time.  Under contract for 2 to 3 days a week.  Housed in GIO office.  Trying to move 
position to full time. Gone through 3 GIO due to funding and other issues. Work with Missouri 
GIS advisory Committee. No executive order to create group, created by state CIO in 1996 to 
start advisory group. Works with Missouri Spatial Data Service at U of M. No Funding but 
reports to CIO 
 
The model below is a result of our discussions with DNR, HSEMD and DOT. 
 
Proposed GIO Council is made up of 15 members (5 local, 5 state and 5 appointed by 
governor). The Council defines mission, priorities and responsibility for GIS Office. There is a 
technical advisory committee that can help on special projects. Technical Advisory role can be 
filled by Iowa Geographic Information Council (IGIC - www.iowagic.org).   
 
There is $640,000 awarded to DNR through the Pooled Technology Fund (FY 11 & 12). This 
money is to be used for hiring GIS staff to help round up data and start high level coordination.   
It may be possible to leverage this money and get the GIO office started. 
 

http://da.ks.gov/kito/gis
http://governor.ks.gov/issues-a-initiatives/executive-orders/354-08032006-executive-order-06-08-kansas-geographic-information-systems-policy-board
http://governor.ks.gov/issues-a-initiatives/executive-orders/354-08032006-executive-order-06-08-kansas-geographic-information-systems-policy-board
http://www.iowagic.org/
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